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Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Genesis (January 4) 
 

Reading Genesis 

Bright orange, purple, and red fruit droop from branches like heavy drops of morning dew. The trees bow with the 

weight, welcoming the glorious face of the sun. Light glimmers through the branches stirring in the breeze, which 

rouses two figures: Adam and Eve. For our first parents, eating is as easy as reaching up. They simply take and eat 

the fruit given by the Lord, who sheds his love upon them and pours out his grace each day. The trees of Eden 

nourish Adam and Eve like sacraments of creation, mediating God’s blessing, a never-ending feast for the first 

family. 

 

However, the feast did end. After the fall into sin, the ground dried up. Thorns raked the brows and pierced the 

hands and feet of our first parents. Cherubim and a flaming sword blocked the way to the garden, lest they eat of the 

“tree of life” and live in this way forever. The family suffered lasting heartbreak as families have ever since. As you 

read Genesis – the book of generations – consider how it focuses on family life, the struggle for daily bread, and the 

hope of salvation. These are the very things that occupy our hearts and lives today. 

 

Author and Date 

Historically, Jews and Christians alike have held that Moses was the author/compiler of the first five books of the 

Old Testament. These books, also known as the Pentateuch, were referred to in Jewish tradition as the five fifths of 

the law. The Bible itself suggests Mosaic authorship of Genesis, since Acts 15:1 refers to circumcision as “the 

custom taught by Moses,” an allusion to Genesis 17. However, a certain amount of later editorial updating does 

appear to be indicated. 

 

Theme and Message 

Genesis speaks of beginnings: of the heavens and the earth, of light and darkness, of seas and skies, of land and 

vegetation, of sun and moon and stars, of sea and air and land animals, of human beings, of sin and redemption, of 

blessing and cursing, of society and civilization, of marriage and family, of art and craft and industry. A key word in 

Genesis is “account,” which also serves to divide the book into its ten major parts. 

 

The book of Genesis is foundational to the understanding of the rest of the Bible. Its message is rich and complex, 

and listing its main elements gives a succinct outline of the biblical message as a whole. It is supremely a book of 

relationships, highlighting those between God and nature, God and man, and man and man. It introduces us to the 

way in which God initiates and makes covenants with his chosen people, pledging his love and faithfulness to them 

and calling them to promise theirs to him. It establishes sacrifice as the substitution of life for life. It gives us the 

first hint of God’s provision for redemption from the forces of evil and contains the oldest and most profound 

definition of faith. More than half of Hebrews 11 – the New Testament roll call of the faithful – refers to characters 

in Genesis.  

 

It is no coincidence that many of the subjects and themes of the first three chapters of Genesis are reflected in the 

last three chapters of Revelation. We can only marvel at the superintending influence of the Lord himself, who 

assures us that “all Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Genesis lays the foundations for all the events and doctrines of Holy Scripture. Studying its characters and events 

will prepare you for a much broader understanding of God’s ways with humankind. Throughout Genesis, Moses 

emphasizes that these records apply not simply to Israel but to all nations and families of the earth. See in the 

patriarchs’ weaknesses, struggles, and joys a mirror of families today. The Lord, through promises and faith, makes 

all the difference for the patriarchs, and he will likewise bless and lead you.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Exodus (January 29) 
 

Reading Exodus 

Thin, cool ribbons of green vegetation border heavenly blue waters. They flow together amid a vast plan of parched 

yellow sand and dust. From a distance, they appear like a great serpent slithering through the desert, with its tail in 

Lake Victoria and its head 4160 miles away on the shore of the Great Sea. The coiling track of the Nile is life and 

civilization.  

 

After 430 years of sipping from the Nile, the children of Israel forgot their homeland in Canaan to the east. Exodus 

describes how the Lord awakened the memory of Israel, caused them to call out to him, and sent Moses to rescue 

Israel from the grip of the Nile and the dryness of the desert. As you read Exodus, keep one foot on the Nile’s cool 

green bank and the other foot on the scalding yellow sand. Feel the Israelites’ dilemma. Recognize the immense 

obstacles and temptation from which the Lord rescued them. And call him your deliverer amid the obstacles and 

temptations of your life. 

 

Author 

Several statements in Exodus record that Moses wrote certain sections of the book. The New Testament also claims 

Mosaic authorship for various passages in Exodus. Taken together, these references assert that Moses was 

responsible for writing the book of Exodus. 

 

Themes and Theology 

Exodus lays a foundational theology in which God reveals his name, his attributes, his redemption, his law, and how 

he is to be worshiped. It also reports the appointment and work for the first covenant mediator (Moses), describes 

the beginnings of the priesthood, defines the role of the prophet, and relates how the ancient covenant relationship 

between God and his people came under a new administration (the Sinai covenant). 

 

The theology of salvation is likewise one of the strong emphases of the book. The verb “redeem” is used often, and 

the heart of redemption theology is best seen in the Passover narrative of chapter 12 and the sealing of the covenant 

in chapter 24. The apostle Paul taught that the Passover lamb was fulfilled in Christ. Indeed, John the Baptist called 

Jesus the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 

 

The book concludes with an elaborate discussion of the theology of worship. Though costly in time, effort, and 

monetary value, the tabernacle – in meaning and function – points to God’s gracious condescension to let sinful, 

forgiven, and restored mankind approach him and enter into communion with him. By means of the tabernacle, the 

God of the universe came to “dwell” (or “tabernacle”) with his people. God is not only mighty on Israel’s behalf; he 

is also present in their midst.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Exodus describes the central redemptive event of the Old Testament. Through the blood of the Passover lambs, the 

Lord delivered his people from slavery. This redemption becomes the most-mentioned event of Israelite history. 

Through the blood of the covenant, the Lord consecrated Israel as a kingdom of priests. He directed the building of 

the tabernacle as a place of worship and forgiveness. 

 

Moses and the elders of Israel also enjoyed the splendor of seeing God and learning the meaning of his name, 

Yahweh. They saw that God is not only holy but also merciful and patient. He remembers his people and his 

promises to their forefathers for a thousand generations. As you read Exodus, look for these important themes. See 

that the Lord still leads his people through the prophet like Moses and redeems you by the blood of the Lamb of 

God, Jesus Christ. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Leviticus (February 18) 
 

Reading Leviticus 

He had pastured and watered the young bull all its days. Now the bull stood calmly before him as he solemnly 

placed his hands on its head. He nimbly swung a blade through the animal’s throat, severing the main artery. Blood 

spurted and then drained rapidly into the bowls brought by the priests, who carried the blood to the altar while the 

worshiper continued to butcher and skin the animal. God would be honored by the fat, the kidneys, and the liver lobe 

that the priests would burn. The worshiper’s family would feast together on the meat the Lord had provided. 

 

Leviticus opens with earthy, life-and-death detail about the sacrifices Israel was to offer at the tabernacle they had 

just built in the wilderness. Their cattle, which had traveled with them out of Egypt and southward to Sinai, would 

not only feed their eager bellies but also touch their hearts as living illustrations of God’s gracious provision for 

them. By these sacrifices, he would provide atonement for sin and food for life and fellowship in the congregation of 

Israel. 

 

Themes 

The key theme of Leviticus is holiness: the holiness of God and man. In Leviticus, spiritual holiness is symbolized 

by physical perfection. Therefore, the book demands perfect animals for its many sacrifices and requires priests 

without deformity. The person with visible skin disease must be banished from the camp, the place of God’s special 

presence, just as Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden. Such a person can return to the camp (and 

therefore to God’s presence) when he is pronounced whole again by the examining priests. Before he can reenter the 

camp, however, he has to offer the prescribed, perfect sacrifices (symbolizing the perfect, whole sacrifice of Christ). 

 

After the covenant at Sinai, Israel was constituted as God’s kingdom, and, as her King, the Lord established his 

administration over all of Israel’s life. Her religious, communal, and personal life was so regulated as to establish 

her as God’s holy people and to instruct her in holiness. Special attention was given to Israel’s religious ritual. The 

sacrifices were to be offered at an approved sanctuary, which would symbolize both God’s holiness and his 

compassion. They were to be controlled by the priests, who by care and instruction would preserve them in purity 

and carefully teach their meaning to the people. Each particular sacrifice was to have meaning for the people of 

Israel but would also have spiritual and symbolic importance. 

 

Some suppose that these Old Testament sacrifices were remains of old agricultural offerings – a human desire to 

offer part of one’s possessions as a love gift to the deity. But the Old Testament sacrifices were specifically 

prescribed by God and received their meaning from the Lord’s covenant relationship with Israel – whatever their 

superficial resemblance to pagan sacrifices. They indeed include the idea of a gift, but this is accompanied by such 

other values as dedication, communion, propitiation (appeasing God’s judicial wrath against sin), and restitution. 

The various offerings have different functions, the primary ones being atonement and worship. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study the book of Leviticus, reflect on the detail and deep care with which God teaches the people about 

faithful, orderly worship. Though worship is chiefly a matter of faith and sincere repentance, God’s people must not 

regard the outward expressions of worship as mere formalism; our outward actions reveal our hearts. Genuine 

confession of faith manifests itself in thought, word, and deed. 

 

Note especially the four greatest themes of Leviticus: cleansing, atonement, rest, and redemption. These themes 

foreshadow Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, his peace, and the freedom he grants us in the gospel. Seeing these broad 

themes allows one to understand that Leviticus is truly about the chief article of the Christian faith: justification 

through Christ’s blood.   



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Numbers (March 4) 
 

Reading Numbers 

He felt excited on the first day of travel, anticipating a new and better land. On the second day, his burden grew 

heavy as exhaustion rose from heel to shoulder. When they broke for camp at the end of the third day, he 

complained like everyone else about the hard march, the lack of decent food, and the constant drudgery. The march 

of millions of people and animals by ranks kicked up an endless cloud of dust. Grime caked his sweaty brow and 

caused him to cough up a steady stream of curses and complaints. 

 

Numbers is a story of endurance and promise of a better life. Nothing could better describe the hopes, 

disappointments, and struggles of God’s people today, who look forward to the fulfillment of all God’s promises. 

Numbers teaches duties, discipline, and the daily need for repentance, forgiveness, and faith.  

 

Contents 

Numbers relates the story of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab on the border of Canaan. Much 

of its legislation for people and priests is similar to that in Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. The book tells of 

the murmuring and rebellion of God’s people and of their subsequent judgment. Those whom God had redeemed 

from slavery in Egypt and with whom he had made a covenant at Mount Sinai responded not with faith, gratitude, 

and obedience but with unbelief, ingratitude, and repeated acts of rebellion, which came to extreme expression in 

their refusal to undertake the conquest of Canaan. The community of the redeemed forfeited their part in the 

Promised Land. They were condemned to live out their lives in the desert; only their children would enjoy the 

fulfillment of the promise that had originally been theirs. 

 

Theological Teaching 

In telling the story of Israel’s desert wanderings, Numbers offers much that is theologically significant. During the 

first year after Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, she entered into covenant with the Lord at Sinai to be the people of 

his kingdom, among whom he pitched his royal tent (the tabernacle) – this  is the story of Exodus. As the account of 

Numbers begins, the Lord organizes Israel into a military camp. Leaving Sinai, she marches forth as his conquering 

army, with the Lord at her head, to establish his kingdom in the Promised Land in the midst of the nations. The book 

graphically portrays Israel’s identity as the Lord’s redeemed covenant people and her vocation as the servant people 

of God, charged with establishing his kingdom on earth. God’s purpose in history is implicitly disclosed: to invade 

the arena of fallen humanity and effect the redemption of his creation – the mission in which his people are also to 

be totally engaged. 

 

The teaching of the book has lasting significant for the church. God does display his wrath against his errant people, 

but his grace is renewed as surely as is the dawn and his redemptive purpose will not be thwarted. Despite judgment 

on his rebellious people, God is still determined to bring Israel into the land of promise. His blessing to her rests in 

his sovereign will and is sure because of the character of God. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Numbers, reflect on how God repeatedly speaks his word of law and promise to the people while 

sustaining them in the wilderness. Each event illustrates his fatherly discipline and gracious care for a wayward, 

rebellious people. Numbers leaves the reader hanging, anticipating something greater because the book ends on 

Jordan’s east bank, just shy of the Promised Land. 

 

While reading Numbers, pray for the Lord to discipline and sustain you in the service of his kingdom. Also, 

anticipate how he prepares something greater for you, an eternal homeland in heaven to be revealed when Christ 

returns.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Deuteronomy (March 24) 
 

Reading Deuteronomy 

She huddled her child in a smothering embrace, scolding and weeping. The boy had toddled out to the tent to visit 

the animals fenced and staked outside. A bull calf drew the boy’s attention. He walked beside the animal, brushing 

its soft, shaggy coat with his hand. The touch of his hand tickled the calf’s side. It kicked, just missing the boy’s 

head. It raised its foot again as the boy’s mother pulled her child away – just in time. 

 

In Deuteronomy, the Lord reminds Israel that they are his treasured possession. Moses begins his address as the 

Lord’s prophet, reminding Israel of how the Lord delivered them from the bondage of Egypt and how they abused 

their freedom while in the wilderness by worshiping the golden calf. Deuteronomy delivers the Lord’s rebuke 

against disobedience, yet it also affirms God’s surpassing, parental love for his people. 

 

Title 

The word “Deuteronomy” (meaning “repetition of the law”), as the name of the last book of the Pentateuch, arose 

from a mistranslation in the Greek Septuagint and the Latin Vulgate of a phrase in Deuteronomy 17:18, which in 

Hebrew means “copy of the law.” The error is not serious, however, since Deuteronomy is, in a certain sense, a 

“repetition of the law.” The Hebrew name of the book is ‘elleh haddebarim (“These are the words”) or, more 

simply, debarim (“words”).  

 

Author 

The book itself testifies that, for the most part, Moses wrote it, and other Old Testament books agree – though, of 

course, the preamble (Deuteronomy 1:1-5) and the report of Moses’ death (chapter 34) may have been written by 

someone else. Jesus also bears testimony to Mosaic authorship, and so do other New Testament writers. In the New 

Testament, there are almost 100 quotations of and allusions to Deuteronomy. Tradition uniformly testifies to the 

Mosaic authorship of the book. 

 

Historical Setting 

Deuteronomy locates Moses and the Israelites in the territory of Moab in the area where the Jordan River flows into 

the Dead Sea. As his final act at this important time of transferring leadership to Joshua, Moses delivered his 

farewell addresses to prepare the people for their entrance into Canaan. These addresses were actually a covenant 

renewal. In them, Moses emphasized the laws that were especially needed at such a time, and he presented them in a 

way appropriate to the situation. In contrast to the matter-of-fact narratives of Leviticus and Numbers, the book of 

Deuteronomy comes to us from Moses’ heart in a warm, personal, sermonic form of expression. 

 

Theological Teaching 

The love relationship of the Lord to his people and that of the people to the Lord as their covenant God pervade the 

whole book. Deuteronomy’s spiritual emphasis and its call to total commitment to the Lord in worship and 

obedience inspired references to its message throughout the rest of Scripture. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Although many passages in Deuteronomy describe civil and ceremonial laws for Old Testament Israel, take special 

note of how Moses emphasizes the Lord’s love and election of his people, which extends to believers today. 

Deuteronomy shows us the heart of God: his wrath and his mercy.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Joshua (April 7) 
 

Reading Joshua 

A bronze blade growls and yawns as a young man draws it across the whetstone. Its edges glimmer copper-bright, 

like ripples on the Jordan at dawn. He turns over the broad blade, nearly as long as his forearm, and eyes it carefully. 

The grinding has smoothed out the dents caused by helmets and shields. The blade whistles as he wields it in mock 

combat. His thumb feels the letters of his father’s name and his grandfather’s name, etched along the blade’s spine. 

Another year, and the young man will leave the sharpening to his younger brother. Another year, at age 20, he will 

join the men in battle. 

 

The conquest of Canaan did not happen overnight, nor was it completed during Joshua’s lifetime. The book of 

Joshua covers only seven years and three campaigns against the people of Canaan, a struggle that would last until 

David’s reign approximately 400 years later. Yet Joshua’s account anticipates full success and shows the people the 

way to ultimate victory: trust in the Lord, for he always fulfills his promises. 

 

Title and Theme  

Joshua is a story of conquest and fulfillment for the people of God. After many years of slavery in Egypt and 40 

years in the desert, the Israelites were finally allowed to enter the land promised to their fathers. Where 

Deuteronomy ends, the book of Joshua begins: the tribes of Israel are still camped on the east side of the Jordan 

River. The narrative opens with God’s command to move forward and pass through the river on dry land. Then it 

relates the series of victories in central, southern, and northern Canaan that gave the Israelites control of all the hill 

country and the Negev. It continues with a description of the tribal allotments and ends with Joshua’s final addresses 

to the people. The theme of the book, therefore, is the establishment of Israel in the Promised Land. 

 

In the Hebrew Bible the book of Joshua initiates a division called the Former Prophets, including also Judges, 

Samuel, and Kings – all historical in content but written from a prophetic standpoint. They do more than merely 

record the nation’s development from Moses to the fall of Judah in 586 BC. They prophetically interpret God’s 

covenant ways with Israel in history – how he fulfills and remains true to his promises (especially through his 

servants such as Joshua, the judges, Samuel, and David) and how he deals with the waywardness of the Israelites. In 

Joshua, it was the Lord who won the victories and “gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their forefathers” 

(Joshua 21:43). 

 

Joshua’s remarkable life was filled with excitement, variety, success, and honor. He proved to be not only a military 

strategist in the battles to conquer the Promised Land, but also a statesman in the way he governed the tribes. Above 

all, Joshua was God’s chosen servant to bring Moses’ work to completion and establish Israel in the Promised Land. 

In that role, he was a striking Old Testament type (foreshadowing) of Christ. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study the book of Joshua, consider how the Lord prepared Joshua to lead Israel. He succeeded, not because 

he was a brilliant strategist or charismatic genius, but because he believed this “book of the Law” – that is, God’s 

holy word. Joshua continually emphasizes that the Lord gave them the land according to his promise, that the Lord 

fulfills his word and so grants success. Even the name Joshua is a word of promise, anticipating the appearance of a 

later and greater leader for God’s people who would give them decisive victory. 

 

Just as the Lord called Israel to remain steadfast in the physical and spiritual struggle they faced among the 

Canaanites, he calls us today to be spiritually steadfast. Christ won salvation for us on the cross, and through his 

word, he continues to quip us and rally us for challenges today.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Judges (April 21) 
 

Reading Judges 

A young man climbs down from the loft. Oxen, a donkey, and a few goats rise up from the dirt-packed floor. They 

low and bleat for more fodder as they stretch and stomp. The young man leans against a pillar, watching his 

grandmother, who turns flat loaves of bread in an oven. She rises and places a warm loaf in his left hand. His father 

passes and places a lead rope in his right. It is time to yoke the oxen. Late fall means preparing the fields for sowing. 

 

The young man steps into the cool air, leading the oxen from the ground floor of their home. As he walks, he runs 

his hand along a light gray mud-brick wall, worn smooth by the oxen’s girth as they lumber to and from the fields 

each day. Near the edge of town, they pass a high, square tower. Its rugged stones stand ready to resist the next raid 

on their village. In the village gateway, elders take their seats. They nod in approval at the young man’s early start 

and the modest gait of his ox team. Outside the city walls spread the stubbled fields where they had cut the wheat 

that June. Beyond, on the hills, rises an oak forest that echoes with the ax flows of slaves, felling trees for the 

morning and evening sacrifices at the local shrine. So go the days and seasons in the Israelite settlements of central 

Canaan. 

 

Theme and Theology 

The book of Judges characterizes the life of Israel in the Promised Land from the death of Joshua to the rise of the 

monarchy. On the one hand, it is an account of frequent apostasy, provoking divine chastening. On the other hand, it 

tells of urgent appeals to God in times of crisis, moving the Lord to raise up leaders (judges) through whom he 

throws off foreign oppressors and restores the land to peace. 

 

Out of the recurring cycles of disobedience, foreign oppression, cries of distress, and deliverance emerges another 

important theme: the covenant faithfulness of the Lord. The amazing patience and long-suffering of God are no 

better demonstrated than during this unsettled period.  

 

Literary Features 

Even a quick reading of Judges discloses its basic threefold division: (1) a prologue (Judges 1:1-3:6), (2) a main 

body (Judges 3:7-16:31), and (3) an epilogue (chapters 17-21). The whole design of the book from prologue to 

epilogue, the unique manner in which each section deals with the age as a whole, and the way the three major 

divisions are interrelated clearly portray an age gone awry – an age when “everyone did as he saw fit.”  

 

The book portrays the centuries after Joshua as a time of Israelite unfaithfulness to the Lord and of her surrender to 

the allurements of Canaan. Only by the mercies of God was Israel not overwhelmed and absorbed by the pagan 

nations around her. Meanwhile, however, the history of redemption virtually stood still – awaiting the forward 

movement of the Lord’s servant David and the establishment of his dynasty. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

The book of Judges chronicles the moral decay that afflicted Israel and led to its oppression, at times recording 

events so shocking one can scarcely believe they appear in sacred Scripture. Yet these historic examples have a 

blessed purpose: to warn us against the spiritual indifference and moral decay that would stalk our generation and 

the next. They show how important our duty is as God’s family to teach God’s word. 

 

And what is the message of the word? The Lord hears the cries of his people. He does not forget them but multiplies 

his mercy generation after generation. As you study Judges, call out to the Lord on behalf of your family, your 

children and grandchildren, that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on them and they would know their deliverer, 

Jesus.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Ruth (May 1) 
 

Reading Ruth 

A sledge of heavy timbers and black basalt stones rolls and crushes stalks of barley against the bleached, concrete-

hard earth. Two boys sit atop the sledge, reining an ox, which casually circles the threshing floor. The unmuzzled ox 

lowers its head often and licks the floor, drawing up its share of the harvest. To the side, young men rake, scoop, and 

toss the stubble. As wind blows away the lighter chaff, the men catch the precious grain in their wicker scoops and 

dump it into clay jars for storage. Women and girls approach, bearing fresh flat bread and goat skins sloshing with 

wine. Eating, drinking, and dancing with family and neighbors will begin at twilight. 

 

As you read Ruth, consider the bond of families and neighbors who shared the same threshing floors, suffered 

together through the dry years, and celebrated together in the good. The book of Ruth illustrates for us the frailty and 

danger of isolation and the life-or-death bond of family.  

 

Background 

The story is set in the time of the judges, a time characterized in the book of Judges as a period of religious and 

moral degeneracy, national disunity, and general foreign oppression. The book of Ruth reflects a temporary time of 

peace between Israel and Moab. Like 1 Samuel 1-2, it gives a series of intimate glimpses into the private lives of the 

members of an Israelite family. It also presents a delightful account of the remnant of true faith and piety in the 

period of the judges, relieving an otherwise wholly dark picture of that era. 

 

Theme and Theology 

The author focuses on Ruth’s unswerving and selfless devotion to desolate Naomi and on Boaz’s kindness to these 

two widows. He presents striking examples of lives that embody in their daily affairs the self-giving love that fulfills 

God’s law. Such love also reflects God’s love, in a marvelous joining of man’s actions with God’s. In God’s 

benevolence, such lives are blessed and are made a blessing. 

 

It may seem surprising that one who reflects God’s love so clearly is a Moabitess. Yet her complete loyalty to the 

Israelite family into which she has been received by marriage and her total devotion to her desolate mother-in-law 

mark her as a true daughter of Israel and a worthy ancestress of David. She strikingly exemplifies the truth that 

participation in the coming kingdom of God is decided not by blood and birth but by the conformity of one’s life to 

the will of God through the obedience that comes from faith. Her place in the ancestry of David signifies that all 

nations will be represented in the kingdom of David’s greater Son.  

 

Literary Features 

The book of Ruth is a Hebrew short story, told with consummate skill. Among historical narratives in Scripture it is 

unexcelled in its compactness, vividness, warmth, beauty, and dramatic effectiveness – an exquisitely wrought jewel 

of Hebrew narrative art. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

The book of Ruth relates a beautiful story in the history of King David’s family, illustrating how God guides history 

for the sake of his people. He works through suffering and redemption to preserve his people and to welcome the 

nations. These aspects of the book point to the birth of Jesus, the world’s Redeemer, who descends from Ruth and 

Boaz. 

 

Though the book of Ruth is not a love story, it beautifully illustrates the Lord’s enduring love for you. As you read 

Ruth, consider how the Lord calls you to show love and faithfulness to your family and your neighbors, for whom 

Christ lived and gave his life.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 & 2 Samuel (May 5)  
 

Reading 1 Samuel  

He breaths a word and it is done. Though the word is a mere puff of air, he is not to break his word. It binds him 

tightly. It will be fulfilled in blood when he stands at the entrance of the tabernacle and makes a peace offering. The 

oath an Israelite swears cannot be undone, because he makes his vow before the Lord, who will judge the earth. 

 

The books of Samuel record vows, or oaths, for the main characters: Elkanah, Hannah, and Samuel; Saul and his 

troops; David and Jonathan; Absalom; Joab; and even the Lord, who vows judgment on Eli and his sons. These 

vows show how greatly God treasures a promise. These books record how the Lord fulfilled his word concerning 

David and point to the promise that he would fulfill through David when the Word would become flesh. 

 

Title 

1 and 2 Samuel are named after the person God used to establish kingship in Israel. Samuel not only anointed both 

Saul and David, Israel’s first two kings, but he also gave definition to the new order of God’s rule over Israel that 

began with the incorporation of kingship into its structure. Samuel’s importance as God’s representative in this time 

of Israel’s history is close to that of Moses since he, more than any other person, provided for covenant continuity in 

the transition from the rule of the judges to that of the monarchy. 

 

Theme: Kingship and Covenant 

1 Samuel portrays the establishment of kingship in Israel. Before the author describes this momentous change in the 

structure of the theocracy (God’s rule), he chronicles introductory events that provide both historical and theological 

context for the birth of the monarchy: the birth, youth, and calling of Samuel; the “ark narratives”; and Samuel as a 

judge and deliverer. 

 

This material serves as a necessary preface for chapters 8-12, which describe the rise and establishment of kingship 

in Israel. The question is not so much whether Israel should have a king (it was clearly the Lord’s will to give them a 

king), but rather how they could maintain their covenant with God now that they had a human king. The problem 

was resolved when Samuel called the people to repentance and renewal of their allegiance to the Lord on the very 

occasion of the inauguration of Saul as king. But Saul very quickly demonstrated that he was unwilling to submit to 

the requirements of his theocratic office, leading to his rejection by the Lord. 

 

The remainder of 1 Samuel and all of 2 Samuel depict David’s kingship. David’s long road to the throne is detailed, 

along with his “golden years,” and then description of his weaknesses and failures. Even though David remained a 

king after God’s own heart because he was willing to acknowledge his sin and repent, he nevertheless fell far short 

of the theocratic ideal and suffered the disciplinary results of his disobedience. Nevertheless, the Lord was gracious 

to David, and his reign became a standard by which the reigns of later kings were measured. 2 Samuel ends with 

David’s own words of praise to God, who had delivered him from all his enemies. These songs echo many of the 

themes of Hannah’s song at the beginning of 1 Samuel, and together they frame and interpret the basic narrative. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study 1 and 2 Samuel, reflect on how the Lord constantly cares for his people despite their weaknesses. Just 

as in the book of Judges, the Lord hears the people’s prayers and calls them to repentance again and again. 
Ultimately, he raises them up as a unified nation under his servant, the prophet-king David. 

 
Though the stories about the kings describe the political intrigues and misdeeds of the ancient Israelites, the books of 
1 and 2 Samuel as a whole anticipate the greater rule of the greater King, whose reign shall never end. Like all of 

Scripture, the history of Israel’s prophets, priests, and kings ultimately points to Jesus, our heavenly leader. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 & 2 Kings (June 4) 
 

Reading 1 & 2 Kings 

Wind sweeps the paving stones. It whistles through the branches of the sacred grove, swirls about the altar’s steps, 

and flicks the garments of the visitors and the priests. One priest calls on Yahweh. Another calls on Baal and makes 

his offering before the image of a bull, graven on an upright stone. Women gather about an Asherah pole, invoking 

the goddess’s blessings. When the sacrifices are complete, all retire from the windy heights to enjoy the meat of the 

sacrifices at the local temple hall.  

 

“High places” are mentioned more than 100 times in the Old Testament, most often in 1 and 2 Kings. These sacred 

sites, which often stood on hilltops but could be on platforms in towns, were long-standing places of sacrifice. 

Israel’s people and earliest rulers properly worshiped at such places before Solomon built the temple. However, after 

Solomon built the temple, worship at the high places increasingly became a mixture of devotion to both Yahweh and 

false gods. People neglected the Lord’s word and the temple in Jerusalem, committing themselves to false worship 

at their local high places. Wicked kings and false prophets tolerated or supported such false worship, yet some 

faithful kings and prophets called people back to true worship at the one temple. 

 

Title 

1 and 2 Kings (like 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Chronicles) are actually one literary work, called in Hebrew 

tradition simply “Kings.” The division between 1 and 2 Kings has been made at an appropriate but somewhat 

arbitrary place, shortly after the deaths of Ahab of the northern kingdom and Jehoshaphat of the southern kingdom.  

 

Theme: Kingship and Covenant 

1 and 2 Kings contains no explicit statement of purpose or theme. Reflection on its content, however, reveals that 

the author has selected and arranged his material in a manner that provides a sequel to the history found in 1 and 2 

Samuel – a history of kingship regulated by covenant. In general, 1 and 2 Kings describes the history of the kings of 

Israel and Judah in light of God’s covenants. The guiding thesis of the book is that the welfare of Israel and her 

kings depended on their obedience to their obligations as defined in the Mosaic covenant. 

 

The kings who receive the most attention in 1 and 2 Kings are those during whose reigns there was either notable 

deviation from or adherence to the covenant. Ahab son of Omri and Manasseh are examples of the former; their 

reigns are given extensive treatment because of their wickedness and serious threat to covenant fidelity and 

continuity. In contrast, Hezekiah and Josiah are given extensive treatment because of their involvement in covenant 

renewal. These are the only two kings given unqualified approval by the writer for their loyalty to the Lord.  

 

The history of the kingdom of Israel is not presented as a chain of chance occurrences but as the unfolding of 

Israel’s historical destiny under the guidance of an omniscient and omnipotent God – Israel’s covenant God. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read 1 and 2 Kings, take note of how intimately the Lord is involved in the lives of Israel’s leaders, 

punishing their sins and forgiving them when they repent. Also note how the leaders set examples for the people, 

making their decisions even more important. 

 

Consider your spiritual and political leaders. Pray that the Lord would guide them to make wise decisions and that 

he would deliver them from evil. Likewise, consider your own plans and conduct and the effect they may have on 

the future of your family, congregation, and community. Through the blessings and promises extended to the kings 

of Israel and Judah, the Lord will equip you for leadership and service among his people and assure you of his 

forgiveness in Christ the King.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

1 & 2 Chronicles (July 5) 
 

Reading 1 & 2 Chronicles 

Pressing into the leather, he draws the wooden stylus across the column, incising a straight line. Row upon row is 

now ready to receive his text. He moistens the reed pen in a bowl of black ink and brushes out an even series of 

letters, copying them from the wax-covered tablets he scribed earlier. He also pulls close older scrolls, the records of 

kings and prophets long dead, yet well remembered by their descendants. He carefully lists each name and 

generation. Kinship is so important, establishing one’s place in the tribe, clan, family, and household. The record 

describes one’s inheritance and allegiance. The past ensures the future. 

 

Readers of 1 Chronicles are often baffled by the first nine chapters of genealogy. Likewise, they wonder why the 

Chronicles repeat so much information from earlier books of Scripture. As you read Chronicles, carefully note the 

unique passages and emphases that the Chronicler brings to his readers. Like one telling a familiar story to 

encourage, the Chronicler helps his readers find their place in the history of God’s plan of salvation. 

 

Author, Date, and Sources 

According to ancient Jewish tradition, Ezra wrote Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, but this cannot be established 

with certainty. A growing consensus dates Chronicles in the latter half of the fifth century BC, thus possibly within 

Ezra’s lifetime. In his recounting of history long past, the Chronicler relied on many written sources. About half his 

work was taken from Samuel and Kings; he also drew on the Pentateuch, Judges, Ruth, Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Lamentations, and Zechariah. He did not invent, but he did select, arrange, and integrate his sources to compose a 

narrative “sermon” for postexilic Israel as she struggled to reorient herself as the people of God in a new situation. 

 

Purpose and Themes 

Just as the authors of Samuel and Kings had organized and interpreted the data of Israel’s history to address the 

needs of the exiled community, so the Chronicler wrote for the restored community. The burning issue was the 

question of continuity with the past: is God still interested in us? Are his covenants still in force? Now that we have 

no Davidic king and are subject to Persia, do God’s promises to David still have meaning for us? 

 

The bulk of the Chronicler’s history is devoted to the reigns of David and Solomon. His portraits of these two kings 

are quite distinctive and provide a key to his concerns. He has idealized David and Solomon – anything in his source 

material that might tarnish his picture of them is omitted. He also appears to consciously adopt the account of the 

succession of Moses and Joshua as a model for the succession of David and Solomon. The David and Solomon of 

the Chronicler, then, must be seen as not only the David and Solomon of history, but also as typifying the Messianic 

king of the Chronicler’s expectation. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Chronicles, consider the focus the author places on the ministry of the word, atonement through God’s 

house, and God’s care for his people through Israel’s greatest leaders: David and Solomon. Especially note that the 

musicians at the tabernacle and temple, who handled God’s word in song, were regarded as prophets. 

 

Throughout, the Chronicler shows regard for God’s blessings through the word, which calls God’s people to faith 

and keeps them in the faith. The greatest word of all in Chronicles is the sustained promise of an everlasting 

kingdom from David’s household, fulfilled in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of all.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Ezra (August 9) 
 

Reading Ezra 

He can nearly recite the text by heart, but, to be certain of the wording, he still seeks out the passage. His hand 

unrolls the large scroll and stops at the precise column of the text he needs. The letters are copied neatly in his own 

hand. He reads aloud and explains the text line by line for those who have consulted him. 

 

Ezra is the first priest in Scripture titled “the scribe.” The title literally means a writer, a secretary who prepares 

scrolls. But with Ezra, it means a scholars of the law of Moses, the first recorded member of a special group in 

Judea. About 200 years before Ezra’s time, during the reform of Hezekiah, there arose a special interest in the 

proverbs of Solomon and in education. During the reign of Hezekiah’s great-grandson Josiah, a neglected scroll of 

the law of Moses was discovered in the temple, which led to Josiah’s reform. These events sparked a new interest in 

the study of the law and of God’s word in general. As a result, a special class of priests arose who devoted 

themselves especially to studying and teaching. Ezra’s calling marks a new era of devotion to God’s word. 

 

Ezra and Nehemiah 

Although Ezra and Nehemiah were originally two separate compositions, they were combined as one in the earliest 

Hebrew manuscripts. The oldest manuscripts of the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) also 

treat Ezra and Nehemiah as one book. Origen (185-223 AD) is the first writer known to distinguish between the two 

books.  

 

Literary Form and Authorship 

Most scholars conclude that the author/compiler of Ezra and Nehemiah was also the author of 1 and 2 Chronicles. 

This viewpoint is based on certain characteristics common to both Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah. The verses at the 

end of Chronicles and at the beginning of Ezra are virtually identical. Both Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah exhibit a 

fondness for lists, for the description of religious festivals, and for such phrases as “heads of families” and “the 

house of God.” Especially striking in these books is the prominence of Levites and temple personnel. The words for 

“singer,” “gatekeeper,” and “temple servants” are used almost exclusively in Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles. 

 

Prominent in Ezra and Nehemiah are various lists, which have evidently been obtained from official sources. 

Included are lists of the temple articles, the returned exiles, the genealogy of Ezra, the heads of the clans, those 

involved in mixed marriages, those who helped rebuild the wall, those who sealed the covenant, residents of 

Jerusalem and other towns, and priests and Levites. 

 

Also included in Ezra are seven official documents or letters: the decree of Cyrus, the accusation of Rehum and 

others against the Jews, the reply of Artaxerxes, the report from Tattenai, the memorandum of Cyrus’s decree, 

Darius’s reply to Tattenai, and the authorization given by Artaxerxes to Ezra. 

 

Certain materials in Ezra are first-person extracts from his memoirs; other sections are written in the third person. 

Linguistic analysis has shown the first-person and third-person extracts resemble each other, making it likely that the 

same author wrote both. 

  

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Ezra, consider how the Lord is at work now in the lives of world leaders in order to bring about good 

for his people. As Luther notes, when things seem their worst and everything opposes God’s people, there God is at 

work to dramatically change matters. Therefore, like Ezra and his contemporaries, take confidence in God’s 

promises and their fulfillment for your sake.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

 

Nehemiah (August 13) 
 

Reading Nehemiah 

Although work had ceased, dust continued to rise, stirred by the evening breeze. The dust caked a workman’s 

sweaty brow. As he surveyed the destruction of the walls and the amount of work left to complete them, tears welled 

in his eyes and rolled down his dusty cheeks, creating glistening streams of sorrow. He faced the setting sun 

imagining that Jerusalem would never be rebuilt, wondering whether this was the sunset for his people or the 

darkness before dawn. 

 

Around the dark hilltop of Jerusalem walked Nehemiah, a Judean who had risen to authority in the Persian Empire. 

His energy, sincerity, and leadership were literally a godsend to the Judeans trying to recover and restore their once 

great capital, Jerusalem. Nehemiah illustrates the need for godly leadership and how the Lord constantly hears and 

answers the cries of his people. Nehemiah’s story will inspire you to pray, organize, and overcome. 

 

God’s Grace in Nehemiah 

The book of Nehemiah shows God’s grace particularly in the portrayal of its chief character, Nehemiah, who leads 

the third return to Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon and rebuilds the wall of Jerusalem in 52 days – a feat which 

convinced the surrounding nations that “this work had been done with the help of our God” (Nehemiah 6:16). 

 

Nehemiah, formerly cupbearer to the king in the Persian palace, foreshadows Jesus’ ministry of restoration. Both 

give up a high position to identify with the plight of their people; both come with a specific mission; both fulfill it; 

both show prayerful dependence on God. A basic facet in the restoration of the people is the renewal of their 

covenant with God, whose grace is instrumental in their spiritual revival.  

 

The prophet Malachi lived at the time of Nehemiah. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Nehemiah, a faithful layman, gives all God’s people a remarkable example of courage and leadership. As you study 

the book of Nehemiah, consider how the Lord not only preserved his people during the exile but also replanted them 

in the Holy Land against incredible odds through servants like Nehemiah. He did these things out of love for them 

and for you – to keep his promise to send a Savior for all people.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Esther (August 20) 
 

Reading Esther 

She had heard and seen them before, but now she lived among them and had to adjust to their speech, their manners, 

and their food. In her heart, she wanted to stay faithful to her heritage, but in appearance she had pleased a foreign 

king. She was chosen for him, but not yet by him. Would he have her? Should she desire him? 

 

Life for Esther, a Judean whose culture and faith encouraged purity from foreign ways, was faced with a personal 

dilemma when chosen for the harem of King Xerxes of Persia. After becoming his queen, Esther faced a national 

dilemma: the complete destruction of the Judean people from whom she had come. The plot of her story describes 

the tensions under which God’s people lived after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

 

Author and Date 

Although we do not know who wrote the book of Esther, from internal evidence it is possible to make some 

inferences about the author and the date of composition. It is clear that the author was a Jew, but his knowledge of 

Persian customs suggest that he was a resident of a Persian city. The book was written sometime between the events 

depicted (approximately 460 BC) and when the Persian empire fell to Greece in 331 BC.  

 

Purpose, Themes, and Literary Features 

The author’s central purpose was to record the institution of the annual festival of Purim and to keep alive for later 

generations the memory of the great deliverance of the Jewish people during the reign of Xerxes. Throughout much 

of the story, the author calls to mind the ongoing conflict of Israel with the Amalekites, a conflict that began during 

the exodus and continued through Israel’s history. Now that Israel has again been released from captivity, Haman’s 

edict is the final, major effort in the Old Testament period to destroy them. Closely associated with the conflict with 

the Amalekites is the rest that is promised to the people of God. With Haman’s defeat, the Jews enjoy rest from their 

enemies.  

 

The author of Esther also draws upon the remnant motif that recurs throughout the Bible: natural disasters, disease, 

warfare, or other calamities threaten God’s people; those who survive constitute a remnant. The author patterned 

much of his material on the events of the Joseph story, in which the remnant motif is also central to the narrative. 

 

An outstanding feature of the book – one that has given rise to considerable discussion – is the complete absence of 

any explicit reference to God, worship, prayer, or sacrifice. This “secularity” has produced many detractors who 

have judged the book to be of little religious value. However, it appears that the author has deliberately refrained 

from mentioning God or any religious activity as a literary device to heighten the fact that it is God who controls and 

directs all the seemingly insignificant coincidences that make up the plot and issue in deliverance for the Jews. 

God’s sovereign rule is assumed at every point, an assumption made all the more effective by the total absence of 

reference to him. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

The book of Esther is a beautiful portrayal of courage in the face of danger and the triumph of good in the face of 

powerful, sinister forces. Although the name of God is not mentioned, the book of Esther implies divine providence 

throughout. 

 

As you study Esther, remember why God worked through Esther and Mordecai to deliver the people of Judah. It was 

all part of God’s plan that the Savior would be born to that people in the land God had designated, at just the right 

moment, “when the fullness of time had come” (Galatians 4:4).  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Isaiah (August 26) 
 

Isaiah 

With one hand, she slips the ivory comb through her black wavy hair. Over her head and neck, she lowers a delicate 

necklace, which suspends a small silver scroll, the gift of her father, a priest. Inside is inscribed the benediction he 

pronounces over the people at the temple on Mount Zion, including the sacred name of Yahweh. As she rises to 

leave, she adds one more item: a second necklace, heavy with beads. At its center hangs an amulet in the figure of 

Bes, a troll-like Egyptian god of good luck. 

 

Isaiah records the longest list of clothing and accessories in all of Scripture, which he cites as evidence of Judah’s 

affluence, idolatry, and growing indifference to God’s word. As a Jerusalem insider, with access to the king’s court, 

Isaiah saw firsthand the extravagance, injustice, and spiritual failure of Judah’s leaders. He would witness the lean 

years during the siege by the Assyrians. He would prophesy Judah’s downfall to the Babylonians. He would see the 

daughters of Zion in chains but then set free, worshiping the Lord with those who had formerly oppressed them. 

 

Author 

Isaiah son of Amoz is often thought of as the greatest of the writing prophets. He was a contemporary of Amos, 

Hosea, and Micah, beginning his ministry in 740 BC, the year King Uzziah died. According to an unsubstantiated 

Jewish tradition, he was sawed in half during the reign of Manassseh. He probably spent most of his life in 

Jerusalem, enjoying his greatest influence under King Uzziah. Many scholars today challenge the claim that Isaiah 

wrote the entire book that bears his name. The structure of Isaiah argues for its unity, however; chapters 36-39 

constitute a historical interlude, which concludes chapters 1-25 and introduces chapters 40-66. 

 

Background 

Isaiah wrote during the stormy period marking the expansion of the Assyrian empire and the decline of Israel. In 701 

BC, King Sennacherib of Assyria threatened Jerusalem itself. The godly King Hezekiah prayed earnestly, and Isaiah 

predicted that God would force the Assyrians to withdraw from the city. Nevertheless, Isaiah warned Judah that her 

sin would bring captivity at the hands of Babylon. Although the fall of Jerusalem would not occur until 586 BC, 

Isaiah foresees the demise of Judah and proceeds to predict the restoration of the people from captivity. 

 

Literary Features 

Isaiah contains both prose and poetry; the beauty of its poetry is unsurpassed in the Old Testament. The main prose 

material is found in chapters 36-39, the historical interlude that unites the two parts of the book. The poetic material 

includes a series of oracles in chapters 13-23, an apocalyptic section stressing the last days in chapters 24-27, and 

hymns of praise in chapters 12 and 38. The poetry is indeed rich and varied, as is the prophet’s vocabulary. 

 

Isaiah often alludes to earlier events in Israel’s history, especially the exodus from Egypt. Several times Isaiah draws 

upon the song of Moses. Isaiah, like Moses, called the nation to repentance and to faith in a holy, all-powerful God. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

No other Old Testament prophet is quoted as often in the New Testament as the prophet Isaiah. This is due to the 

breadth of topics he covered and to his frequent descriptions of the coming Messiah and his kingdom, which find 

fulfillment in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Isaiah prophesies so often about the coming Messiah 

that some commentators have called his prophecy the “Fifth Gospel.” 

 

Read Isaiah for his pointed declarations of God’s law and also for his beautiful words of comfort, to which he 

always returns.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Jeremiah (September 27) 
 

Reading Jeremiah 

His wide eyes grope for light, yet they remain full of darkness. Numbness nibbles his toes and fingers. It creeps 

through his bones, causing them to quake. He thinks, “We have turned back too late. The way to freedom is too far.” 

So desperation gives way to utter despair. And then, piercing the darkness, comes one pure, clear beam of the 

brightest light. 

 

Reading Jeremiah is like entering the cavernous darkness of another person’s frustration and despair. The Lord 

called Jeremiah – the “iron” prophet – to preach a hapless message of repentance to the stony hearts of sinful Judah. 

Jeremiah pours out his strength in the task, hammering the people with prophecy after prophecy, firing them with 

repeated warnings of judgment. The result is one of the longest compositions in the Bible, most of which is pure 

rebuke or calls for the people to turn from their sin. Yet at the heart of Jeremiah, shining brightly as a ray of light 

through the darkness, appears the aptly named “book of comfort” (chapters 30-33), one of the brightest Old 

Testament prophecies of everlasting salvation. Indeed, people in Jesus’ day even identified Jesus with Jeremiah.  

 

Author and Date  

The book records the message and the prophetic ministry of Jeremiah, whose personal life and struggles are made 

known to us in greater depth and detail than those of any other Old Testament prophet. Jeremiah’s prophetic 

ministry began in 626 BC and ended sometime after 586. His ministry was immediately preceded by that of 

Zephaniah. Habakkuk was a contemporary, and Obadiah may have been also. Since Ezekiel began his ministry in 

Babylon in 593, he too was a late contemporary of the great prophet in Jerusalem. How and where Jeremiah died is 

not known; Jewish tradition, however, asserts that while living in Egypt he was put to death by being stoned. 

 

Themes and Message 

Referred to frequently as “Jeremiah the prophet” in the book that bears his name, Jeremiah was ever conscious of his 

call from the Lord to be a prophet. As such, he proclaimed words that were spoken first by God himself and were 

therefore certain of fulfillment. Many of his predictions were fulfilled in the short term, and others will be fulfilled 

in the long term. 

 

Called to the unhappy task of announcing the destruction of the kingdom of Judah, it was Jeremiah’s commission to 

lodge God’s indictment against his people and proclaim the end of an era. At long last, the Lord was about to inflict 

on the remnant of his people the ultimate covenant curse. He would undo all that he had done for them since the day 

he brought them out of Egypt.  But God’s judgment of his people, though terrible, was not to be the last word, the 

final work of God in history. Mercy and covenant faithfulness would triumph, Israel would be restored, the nations 

that crushed her would be crushed, and the old covenants (with Israel, David, and the Levites) would be honored.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Jeremiah’s prophecies, gain new appreciation for the importance of daily repentance and devotion. In 

Jeremiah’s day, the people of Judah strayed because they neglected God’s word until they forgot what true faith and 

worship were. Jeremiah, the “iron” prophet, withstood the worst conditions because God’s word burned like fire 

within him and continually guided his faith and life. Patient Jeremiah stands for us as an enduring example of 

faithfulness to the Lord amid all trials. 

 

Recognize that no matter what troubles assail you, your faithful God stands with you. The heart of Jeremiah’s 

message is that the Lord always has our everlasting salvation in view. God fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecies of the 

new covenant in the life, death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ, who welcomes us into his kingdom and 

gives to us the new testament in his blood.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Lamentations (October 21) 
 

God’s Grace in Lamentations 

In Lamentations, God’s grace is illustrated in its traditional author, the weeping prophet Jeremiah, who foreshadows 

Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem six centuries later. Lamentations also includes aspects typical of Jesus’ life and 

ministry as a “man of sorrows” who was afflicted, despised, and derided by his enemies.  

 

The structure of the book highlights the grace of God. The first two and last two of the five laments contain 22 

verses (the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet). But the middle lament (chapter 3), which has 66 verses, 

speaks of God’s goodness as Lord of hope, love, faithfulness, and salvation.  

 

Author and Date 

Although Lamentations is anonymous and we cannot be certain who wrote it, ancient Jewish and Christian tradition 

ascribes it to Jeremiah. This is partly on the basis of 2 Chronicles 35:25, partly on the basis of such texts as Jeremiah 

7:29, 8:21, 9:1,10,20, and partly because of the similarity of vocabulary and style between the books of Jeremiah 

and Lamentations. The earliest possible date for the book is 586 BC (the destruction of the temple), and the latest is 

516 (when the rebuilt Jerusalem temple was dedicated). The graphic immediacy of Lamentations argues for an 

earlier date, probably before 575. 

 

Literary Features 

The entire book is poetic. Each of its five laments contain 22 verses (except the third, which has 66), reflecting the 

number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet. Moreover, the first four are alphabet acrostics. Use of the alphabet as a 

formal structure indicates that, however passionate these laments, they were composed with studied care. 

 

Themes and Theology 

Lamentations is not the only Old Testament book that contains individual or community laments. A large number of 

the Psalms are lament poems, and every prophetic book except Haggai includes one or more examples of the lament 

genre. However, it is the only book that consists solely of laments. 

 

The author of Lamentations clearly understands that the Babylonians were merely the human agents of divine 

retribution and that God himself has destroyed his city and temple. Nor was the Lord’s action arbitrary; blatant, 

God-defying sin and covenant-breaking rebellion were the root causes of his people’s woes. Although weeping is to 

be expected and cries for redress against the enemy are understandable, the proper response in the wake of judgment 

is sincere, heartfelt contrition. The book that begins with lament rightly ends with repentance.  

 

In the middle of the book, the theology of Lamentations reaches its apex as it focuses on the goodness of God. He is 

the Lord of hope, of love, of faithfulness, of salvation. In spite of all evidence to the contrary, “his compassions 

never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23). 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Reading and studying lament poems may seem silly or even wrong in an era when popular preachers emphasize joy 

and prosperity, psychologists emphasize guilt-free living, and politicians spin out cheery sound bites. Yet this is 

precisely why the words of Lamentations have so much to offer: they honestly decry the crushing weight of human 

sin and guilt. 

 

Lamentations shows us the consequences of ignoring the confession of our sins and daily repentance. Likewise, it 

firmly proclaims that the Lord’s steadfast love never ceases, even amid the worst sufferings. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Ezekiel (October 26) 
 

Reading Ezekiel 

The workman’s trowel slathers mortar across the face of a mud brick. The trowel clinks and scrapes the excess from 

the brick’s edges. Brick by brick, the workman slowly raises the walls of a new home. When he pauses for a drink, 

he stares westward, away from the village. Babylon’s horizon appears as flat as a brick. He thinks of Judah’s distant 

hills, the walls of stone his family raised there. Then he remembers how the walls toppled, the beams burned, and 

the people fled. He wonders if they will ever be restored. 

 

From the plains of Babylon, the priest Ezekiel looked back upon the defeat of Judah and prophesied the destruction 

of Jerusalem and its temple. He explained to the exiled Judeans that God’s glory had departed from them because 

they had abandoned him. But the Lord also showed Ezekiel a new day when his glory would return and the kingdom 

would become an everlasting blessing to the nations.  

 

Author and Date 

What is known of Ezekiel is derived solely from the book that bears his name. He was among the Jews exiled to 

Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC, and there among the exiles he received his call to become a prophet. 

He was married, lived in a house of his own, and, along with his fellow exiles, had a relatively free existence. More 

than any other prophet he was directed to involve himself personally in the divine word by acting it out in prophetic 

symbolism. 

 

Since the book of Ezekiel contains more dates than any other Old Testament prophetic book, its prophecies can be 

dated with considerable precision. Having received his call in July, 593 BC, Ezekiel was active for 22 years, with his 

last dated oracle being received in April, 571. His period of activity coincides with Israel’s darkest hour, preceding 

the 586 destruction of the temple by 7 years and following it by 15.  

 

Themes 

The Old Testament in general and the prophets in particular presuppose and teach God’s control of all creation, of 

people and nations and the course of history. And nowhere in the bible are God’s initiative and control expressed 

more clearly and pervasively than in the book of Ezekiel. From the first chapter, which graphically describes the 

overwhelming invasion of the divine presence into Ezekiel’s world, to the last phrase of Ezekiel’s vision, the book 

sounds and echoes God’s direction of events in heaven and on earth. 

 

God’s total power is evident in his mobility. He is not limited to the temple in Jerusalem. He can respond to his 

people’s sin by leaving his sanctuary in Israel, and he can graciously condescend to visit his exiled children in 

Babylon. As God’s spokesman, Ezekiel’s “son of man” status testifies to the exalted God he was commissioned to 

serve.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Despite the challenges in understanding and applying the book of Ezekiel, one may give thanks to God for this 

remarkable prophecy. Ezekiel provides important insights on the doctrine of repentance, the promise of salvation 

God revealed in the new covenant, a prophecy of holy baptism, and God’s goal for a united and holy people among 

whom his glory would dwell. Ezekiel beautifully describes the coming of God’s Messiah, the Prince of David who 

will shepherd God’s people. 

 

As you read Ezekiel’s condemnations of Israel, Judah, and the nations, look also for these bright and glorious beams 

of hope that stream from God’s heavenly throne and promise new life. The Lord – our shepherd and holy refuge – 

will grant you greater appreciation for his patience and a vision of heavenly bliss. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Daniel (November 17) 
 

Reading Daniel 

He sits up suddenly, drenched with sweat. His heart pounds as he tries to catch his breath. The events of his dream 

seemed so real and yet so very strange. Though moats, walls, and hundreds of guards surround his bedchamber, they 

cannot secure him from his dreams. 

 

The prophet Daniel recounts dreams of kings and kingdoms. He shows how no ruler on earth is out of reach of the 

God of heaven. The hand of the Most High measures, weights, and moves the hearts of men for the sake of his 

people. By grace, he establishes an everlasting kingdom through his Anointed One, Jesus, the Christ. 

 

Author and Date 

The book mentions Daniel as its author in several passages. The widely-held view that the book of Daniel is largely 

fictional rests mainly on the modern philosophical assumption that long-rang predictive prophecy is impossible. 

Therefore all fulfilled predictions in Daniel, it is claimed, had to have been composed no earlier than the second 

century BC, after the fulfillments had taken place. But objective evidence excludes this hypothesis.  

 

Theme 

The theological theme of the book is God’s sovereignty: “The Most High God is sovereign over the kingdoms of 

men” (Daniel 5:21). Daniel’s visions always show God as triumphant. The climax of his sovereignty will be found 

at the end of time: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will 

reign forever and ever” (Revelation 11:15). 

 

Literary Form 

The book is made up primarily of historical narrative (found mainly in chapters 1-6) and apocalyptic (revelatory) 

material (found mainly in chapters 7-12). The latter may be defined as symbolic, visionary, prophetic literature, 

usually composed during oppressive conditions and being chiefly eschatological in theological content (dealing with 

the end times). Apocalyptic literature is primarily a literature of encouragement to the people of God. 

  

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Daniel, take to heart the example of this great leader of God’s people who devoted himself to God’s 

word amid the disappointments and temptations of exile. Beware of over interpreting the symbolism of Daniel’s 

prophecies, a mistake that has led many people into error. Instead, cling to this general message: your God reigns, 

and he works to deliver you from evil, especially in the gift of his Son, Jesus, the Anointed One. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Hosea (November 24) 
 

Reading Hosea 

Lamplight reaches into the corners of the alley, revealing a woman’s face beside a reflecting pool. The watchman 

had seen her before. She used to pass through the streets at twilight, dressed in shimmering garments, strings of 

beads clinking about her neck, as she hurried to reach a man who held out a ring and a cup of wine. Later, the 

watchman had seen her with bloodshot eyes receiving a stranger who offered her a mere loaf of bread and a wink. 

Now no one noticed her stumble and fall in the darkness except the watchman, who unpinned his wool cloak and 

covered her shame. 

 

The prophet Hosea recorded how excess and idolatrous feasts caused the shameless leaders of Israel to stumble. 

Assyria would descend upon them in their stupor and rob them of all the goods and land the Lord had given them. 

Though the leaders knew of God’s love and faithfulness, they failed to teach the people and so led them to 

destruction. 

 

Author and Date 

Hosea son of Beeri prophesied about the middle of the 8th century BC, his ministry beginning during or shortly after 

that of Amos. Judging from the kings mentioned in Hosea 1:1, Hosea must have prophesied for at least 38 years, 

though almost nothing is known about him from sources outside his book. He was the only one of the writing 

prophets to come from the northern kingdom of Israel, and his prophecy is primarily directed to that kingdom. 

Whether Hosea himself authored the book that preserves his prophecies is not known. 

 

Theme and Message 

The first part of the book (chapters 1-3) narrates the family life of Hosea as a symbol (similar to the symbolism in 

the lives of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel) to convey the message the prophet had from the Lord for his people. God 

ordered Hosea to marry an adulterous wife, Gomer, who was driven out after her unfaithfulness but redeemed by 

Hosea in chapter 3. The affair graphically represents the Lord’s relation to the Israelites, who had been disloyal to 

him by worshiping Canaanite gods as the source of their abundance. Israel was to go through a period of exile. But 

the Lord still loved his covenant people and longed to take them back, as Hosea took back Gomer. 

 

The second part of the book (chapters 4-14) gives the details of Israel’s involvement in Canaanite religion. Like 

other prophetic books, Hosea carried a call to repentance. Israel’s alternative to destruction was to forsake her idols 

and return to the Lord.  

 

Hosea saw the failure to acknowledge God as Israel’s basic problem. God’s relation to Israel was that of love. 

Disloyalty to God was spiritual adultery. Yet despite God’s condemnation and the harshness of language with which 

the unavoidable judgment was announced, the major purpose of the book is to proclaim God’s compassion and love.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Hosea’s message is not for the faint of heart. His descriptions of prostitution, war, substance abuse, and corruption 

easily match the worst police and news reports of our day. He reminds us that simple neglect of what is wholesome 

and blessed leads to wholehearted sin and self-destruction. Wealth and armies do not deliver a nation. Only the Lord 

can redeem and restore us. Hosea shows how the spiritual dry rot that caused Israel to collapse contrasts fully with 

the generous dew of God’s life-giving mercy. 

 

As you study Hosea, look heavenward and anticipate that the Lord will rain down righteousness for you. No matter 

what your past is, your forgiving Lord is present to apply his grace fully and restore you as a member of his people. 

Though you wince at the roar of his wrath, the Holy One will welcome you home as his child. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Joel (December 2) 
 

Reading Joel 

The bright green fields give way to mounting darkness. Black waves of locusts roll and swell across the fields. A 

farm family stares through tears as everything they have worked for slowly disappears. The father clutches a jar of 

wheat seed, which becomes more precious by the moment. He will have to hide the jar until planting season lest it 

be eaten or stolen. They will make do without bread until the following harvest. 

 

Today, the hand-to-mouth existence of nations such as Judah may seem worlds apart. For them, a plague of locusts 

could mean the difference between life and death. Today, if a crop freezes in one part of the country, we can always 

receive our food from another part. The Judeans lived with a much clearer sense of their dependence on heaven. Yet 

they were still slow to repent, even in the face of disaster. As you read Joel, hear his alarm. Tighten your belt and 

take his call to repentance to heart. 

 

Author and Date  

The prophet Joel cannot be identified with any of the 12 other figures in the Old Testament who have the same 

name. He is not mentioned outside the books of Joel and Acts. The non-biblical legends about him are 

unconvincing. His father, Pethuel, is also unknown. Judging from his concern with Judah and Jerusalem, it seems 

likely that Joel lived in that geographic area. 

 

The book contains no references to datable historical events, but a good case can be made for its being written in the 

9th century BC Many interpreters, however, date the book as late as the postexilic period (6th century BC), after 

Haggai and Zechariah. In either case, its message is not significantly affected by its dating 

 

The book of Joel has striking linguistic parallels to those of Amos, Micah, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. The 

literary relationships of those books are determined by one’s view of the date of Joel. If it was written early, the 

other prophets borrowed his phrases; if it was later, the reverse may have been taken place. 

 

Message 

Joel sees the massive locust plague and severe drought devastating Judah as a harbinger of the “great and dreadful 

day of the Lord” (Joel 2:31). Confronted with this crisis, he calls on everyone to repent: old and young, drunkards, 

farmers, and priests. He describes the locusts as the Lord’s army and sees in their coming a reminder that the day of 

the Lord is near. He does not voice the popular notion that the day will be one of judgment on the nations but 

deliverance and blessing for Israel. Instead (with Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, and Zephaniah), he describes the day as 

one of punishment for unfaithful Israel as well. Restoration and blessing will come only after judgment and 

repentance. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Joel’s prophecy, consider carefully his call to repentance. Consider your life, beliefs, and plans in view 

of God’s holy word. Pray for the Lord’s forgiveness, and ask for the blessing of his Holy Spirit, which he poured out 

in holy baptism. His Spirit will help you understand the word and put it into practice. 

 

When you read Joel’s comments about the day of the Lord, consider them with all earnestness. Let them encourage 

you to share the good news of God’s love and forgiveness with those who have not yet heard or believed in the 

Lord. Though he is coming to judge the world and to condemn the unrepentant, he is also coming to declare “not 

guilty” to all who trust in his mercy through the Lord Jesus Christ.   



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Amos (December 3) 
 

Reading Amos 

From the high pastures he lifts his eyes to see across the Salt Sea and the Jordan, where the shadows stalk and 

devour Edom, Moab, and Amon. Turning toward the sunset, he sees the distant peak of Mount Carmel, the coasts of 

Philistia, and the way to Egypt engulfed with reddish light. He calls together the sheep and leads them to safety 

before the day turns to darkness, when predators roam. 

 

The Lord called the shepherd Amos to deliver a surprising and ominous message for Judah and Israel. In his 

prophecies, Amos pictured the Lord angry, crouching, and focused like a lion stalking the sinful, carefree nations. 

The kingdoms were prosperous when Amos preached, but his prophecies of destruction were rapidly fulfilled by the 

invading Assyrians, who besieged Samaria within a few decades. 

 

Author and Date  

Amos was from Tekoa, a small town about 6 miles south of Bethlehem and 11 miles from Jerusalem. He earned his 

living from the flock and the sycamore-fig grove. His skill with words and the strikingly broad range of his general 

knowledge of history and the world preclude his being an ignorant peasant. Though his home was in Judah, he was 

sent to announce God’s judgment on the northern kingdom of Israel. The book brings his prophecies together in a 

carefully organized form intended to be read as a unit. 

 

According to the first verse, Amos prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah over Judah (792-740 BC) and Jeroboam 

II over Israel (793-753). Both kingdoms were enjoying great prosperity and had reached new political and military 

heights. It was also a time of idolatry, extravagant indulgence in luxurious living, immorality, corruption of judicial 

procedures, and oppression of the poor. 

 

Theme and Message 

The dominant theme is clearly stated in Amos 5:24, which calls for social justice as the indispensable expression of 

true piety. Amos was a vigorous spokesman for God’s justice and righteousness, whereas Hosea emphasized God’s 

love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness. Amos declared that God was going to judge his unfaithful, disobedient, 

covenant-breaking people. Despite his special choice of Israel and his kindnesses to her during the exodus and 

conquest and in the days of David and Solomon, his people continually failed to honor and obey him. They thought 

performance of the rites was all God required, and, with that done, they could do whatever they pleased – an 

essentially pagan notion. Amos condemns all who make themselves powerful or rich at the expense of others. 

 

God’s imminent judgment on Israel would not be a mere punitive blow to warn (as often before), but an almost total 

destruction. The unthinkable was about to happen: because they had not faithfully consecrated themselves to his 

lordship, God would uproot his chosen people by the hands of a pagan nation. Even so, if they would repent, there 

was hope that the Lord God Almighty would have mercy on the remnant. In fact, the Lord had a glorious future for 

his people, beyond the impending judgment. The house of David would again rule over a reconstituted Israel, for the 

Messiah, David’s greater Son, would bring in the kingdom of God – a reality typified by the history of Israel. The 

God of Israel, the Lord of history, would not abandon his chosen people or his chosen program of redemption.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Amos demonstrates the character of God’s justice, which punishes not only the nations for their sins but also his Old 

Testament people, Israel and Judah. The Lord insists that people of all nations, classes, and incomes treat one 

another responsibly and mercifully in accordance with his word. Though Amos focuses on the law’s condemnation 

and the imminent fall of Israel, he concludes with a prophecy of the coming Savior and a note of enduring hope. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Obadiah (December 9) 
 

Reading Obadiah 

From the safety of a ruddy bluff, he surveys the desert floor, awaiting opportunity. At a great distance, he sees a line 

of travelers marching southward, wilting in the brutal summer heat. They have descended from the siege in 

Jerusalem, where Babylonian towers lifted warriors to the tops of the walls. As the walls came down, refugees 

poured forth. Though these refugees lacked provisions, they fled in any direction a break in the line of soldiers 

allowed. 

 

The soaring “eagles” of Edom – likely black, bearded, or griffon vultures – properly represented Edom’s soldiers for 

the prophet Obadiah. Like vultures, the Edomites preyed upon the desperate Judeans who fled from Jerusalem. And 

even though the Edomites dwelt securely in their rocky kingdom, carved into the cliffs of Mount Seir, the Lord’s 

judgment would reach them, and he would rule over them. 

 

Author and Date  

The author’s name is Obadiah, which means “servant (or worshiper) of the Lord.” His was a common name. Neither 

his father’s name nor the place of his birth is given. 

 

The date and place of composition are disputed. Dating the prophecy is mainly a matter of relating verses 11-14 to 

one of two specific events in Israel’s history: 

 The invasion of Jerusalem by Philistines and Arabs during the reign of Jehoram (853-841 BC); in this case 

Obadiah would be a contemporary of Elisha. 

 The Babylonian attacks on Jerusalem (605-586). Obadiah would then be a contemporary of Jeremiah. This 

alternative seems more likely. 

 

The parallels between Obadiah 1-9 and Jeremiah 49:7-22 have caused many to suggest some kind of 

interdependence between Obadiah and Jeremiah, but it may be that both prophets were drawing on a common 

source not otherwise known to us. 

 

Unity and Theme 

There is no compelling reason to doubt the unity of this brief prophecy. Its theme is that Edom, proud over her own 

security, has gloated over Israel’s devastation by foreign powers. However, Edom’s participation in that disaster will 

bring on God’s wrath. She herself will be destroyed, but Mount Zion and Israel will be delivered, and God’s 

kingdom will triumph. 

 

Edom’s hostile activities have spanned the centuries of Israel’s existence. Since the Edomites are related to the 

Israelites, their hostility is all the more reprehensible. Edom is fully responsible for her failure to assist Israel and for 

her open aggression. The fact that God rejected Esau in no way exonerates the Edomites. Edom, smug in its 

mountain strongholds, will be dislodged and sacked. Israel will prosper because God is with her. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Little Obadiah would be easy to overlook. However, carefully consider how this short prophecy is emblematic for 

all the Old Testament prophetic books, emphasizing the Lord’s reign on behalf of his people, which he would extend 

to other nations. This theme anticipated the coming of Jesus, whose merciful rule creates the Church, which now 

encircles the globe. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Jonah (December 10) 
 

Reading Jonah 

The ship’s rounded prow, made from sturdy juniper, cuts the water’s surface and skirts past a float of cedar logs 

from Lebanon. Through a porthole on the lower deck, a Phoenician soldier works his oar, digging into the harbor 

and pushing northward toward open sea. In racks beside the sailor stand tall amphora jars, filled with Israelite wine. 

The 12 tons of cargo hold the ship low in the water. As the ship passes the rocky outcrop, which defines Joppa’s 

harbor, its main sail of goats’ hair rises and pushes the ship to the west. Sparkling spray and dolphins leap before the 

prow, bringing the sailors joy and an omen of good travel. 

 

The prophet Jonah lay in the belly of a ship he boarded at Joppa and was rocked to sleep. But his peace was false. 

His journey grew more and more arduous, for a westbound ship took him directly opposite from where he would 

end up: on the border of the Assyrian kingdom. After landfall, he would still have a 400-mile journey to reach the 

great city of Nineveh, the object of God’s wrath and his mercy.  

 

Author 

Though the book does not identify its author, tradition has ascribed it to the prophet himself, Jonah son of Amattai, 

from Gath Hepher in Zebulun. In view of its many similarities with the narratives about Elijah and Elisha, however, 

it may come from the same prophetic circles that originally composed the accounts about those prophets, perhaps in 

the 8th century BC 

 

Interpretation 

Many have questioned whether the book of Jonah is historical. The supposed legendary character of some of the 

events has caused them to suggest alternatives to the traditional view that the book is historical, biographical 

narrative. Although their specific suggestions range from fictional short story to allegory to parable, they share the 

common assumption that the account essentially sprang from the author’s imagination, despite its serious and 

gracious message. 

 

Such interpretations, often based in part on doubt about the miraculous as such, too quickly dismiss the similarities 

between the narrative of Jonah and other parts of the Old Testament and the pervasive concern of the Old Testament 

writers, especially the prophets, for history. On the other hand, it must be acknowledged that biblical narrators were 

more than historians. They interpretatively recounted the past with the unswerving purpose of bringing it to bear on 

the present and the future. Nonetheless, the integrity with which they treated the past ought not to be questioned. 

The book of Jonah recounts real events in the life and ministry of the prophet himself. 

 

Literary Features 

Unlike most other prophetic parts of the Old Testament, this book is a narrative account of a single prophetic 

mission. As is often the case in biblical narratives, the author has compressed much into a small space; 40 verses tell 

the entire story. The book depicts the larger scope of God’s purpose for Israel: that she might rediscover the truth of 

his concern for the whole creation and that she might better understand her own role in carrying out that concern. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Jonah, reflect on God’s purposes for your life. Day by day we make decisions and plan out our future, 

but the prophet Jonah describes just how far the Almighty will go to fulfill his plans for us and through us. Turn to 

him in prayer, seeking his blessing. As you pray, remember that he is a “gracious God and merciful, slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love” (Jonah 4:2). 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Micah (December 13) 
 

Reading Micah 

One reclines on the grass. The other stands on a rock. The first lazily eats mutton and drinks wine. The other turns 

and watches the tree line at the edge of the field. The first snores. The other sees the lion coming. 

 

Micah called out against the leaders of Judah and Israel, who indulged themselves. They did not see the problems 

that threatened their subjects, including the threat of exile for the daughters of Zion. Yet Micah also prophesied the 

coming of a faithful Shepherd, who would stand guard over his people and spring to their defense with the strength 

of a young lion. This ruler would come from a shepherd’s town (Bethlehem), ascend to the tower of the flock, and 

renew the kingdom. Micah’s shepherd is Jesus. 

 

Author and Date 

Little is known about the prophet Micah beyond what can be learned from the book itself and Jeremiah 26:18. 

Micah was from the town of Moresheth, probably Moresheth Gath in southern Judah. The prophecy attests to 

Micah’s deep sensitivity to the social ills of his day, especially as they affected the small towns and villages of his 

homeland. 

 

Micah prophesied sometime between 750 and 686 BC during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah. He was therefore a contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea. Micah predicts the fall of Samaria, which took place 

in 722-721. Micah’s message reflects social conditions prior to the religious reforms under Hezekiah (715-686).  

 

Background 

The background of the book is the same as that found in the earlier portions of Isaiah, though Micah does not exhibit 

the same knowledge of Jerusalem’s political life as Isaiah does. Perhaps this is because he, like Amos, was from a 

Judahite village. Israel was in an apostate condition. Micah predicted the fall of her capital, Samaria, and also 

foretold the inevitable desolation of Judah. 

 

Literary Characteristics 

Micah’s style is similar to that of Isaiah. Both prophets use vigorous language and many figures of speech; both 

show great tenderness in threatening punishment and in promising justice. Micah makes frequent use of plays on 

words. 

 

Theme and Message 

Micah’s message alternates between oracles of doom and oracles of hope. The theme is judgment and deliverance 

by God. Micah also stresses that God hates idolatry, injustice, rebellion, and empty ritualism, but he delights in 

pardoning the penitent. Finally, the prophet declares that Zion will have greater glory in the future than ever before. 

The Davidic kingdom, though it will seem to come to an end, will reach greater heights through the coming 

Messianic deliverer. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

Micah shows the important role that leaders play in families, congregations, and society in distributing God’s 

blessings for us. As you study Micah, reflect on how your life and future depends on others and how God has placed 

people under your care or in your sphere of influence. See, ultimately, that all you have and all you are flows from 

his merciful goodness. Although we look to one another for help, there is no one like the Lord, who alone pardons 

iniquity and delights in steadfast love.  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Nahum (December 16) 
 

Reading Nahum 

Oxen lean into their yoke, slowly drawing a two-wheeled cart between the houses. The cart rattles under its burden 

as the rude wooden wheels roll over rocks and shards and soft patches in the street. Suddenly, hooves and eight-

spoke wheels clatter behind the oxen. Chariots roll up the hill, as rein-lashing drivers and warriors shout for space on 

the streets. Their warhorses snort and toss their manes, closing rapidly on the oxen. The ox-driver goads his animals 

to move them aside and let the chariots race past so they can rush toward the battle lines. 

 

The Lord promised Nahum that the yoke burdening Judah – the conquering Assyrian army – would soon be 

removed. Though the Assyrians had perfected the strategic use of their chariots, they would not overcome the 

Babylonians’ attacks. The wood, leather, and wicker of the Assyrian chariots would race to their own destruction in 

the fires of war. Nineveh, Assyria’s proud capital, would fall as the Lord of hosts declared. 

 

Author and Date  

The book contains the vision of Nahum, whose name means “comfort” and is related to the name Nehemiah. 

Nothing is known about him except his hometown (Elkosh), and even its general location is uncertain. 

 

In Nahum 3:8-10 the author speaks of the fall of Thebes, which happened in 663 BC, as already past. In all three 

chapters Nahum prophesies Nineveh’s fall, which was fulfilled in 612. Nahum therefore uttered this oracle between 

663 and 612, perhaps near the end of this period since he represents the fall of Nineveh as imminent. This would 

place him during the reign of Josiah and make him a contemporary of Zephaniah and the young Jeremiah. 

 

Recipients 

Some words are addressed to Judah, but most are addressed to Nineveh. The book, however, was meant for Judahite 

readers. 

 

Literary Style 

The contents are primarily judicial (judgment oracles), with appropriate descriptions and vocabulary, as well as 

intense moods, sights, and sounds. The language is poetic, with frequent use of metaphors and similes, vivid word 

pictures, repetitions, and many short phrases. Rhetorical questions punctuate the flow of thought, which has a 

marked stress on moral indignation toward injustice. 

 

Theological Themes 

The focal point of the entire book is the Lord’s judgment on Nineveh for her oppression, cruelty, idolatry, and 

wickedness. The book ends with the destruction of the city. God’s righteous and just kingdom will ultimately 

triumph, for kingdoms built on wickedness and tyranny must eventually fall, as Assyria did. In addition, Nahum 

declares the universal sovereignty of God. God is Lord of history and of all nations; as such he controls their 

destinies. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read this short prophecy, take note of how the Lord cares for his wayward people, calling them back to 

faithfulness and promising them aid. The Lord has good news for you too! Cling to the promises of his word and his 

feasts, which pointed forward to the revelation of the Prince of Peace, Jesus. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Habakkuk (December 17) 
 

Reading Habakkuk 

A scribe’s nimble hand carves a row of letters into a sheet of beeswax, which adheres to a pair of boards bound with 

leather strips. He pauses, awaiting his lord’s next sentence – an order for the watchmen along Judah’s western 

border. As the scribe waits, an evening breeze blows from the coast of the Great Sea and up the Judean hills to their 

high fortress, which guards against the Assyrians. At the doorway stands a messenger, ready to receive the tablets 

the moment they snap shut and to run the message out to the next hilltop outpost. 

 

The prophet Habakkuk waited like a patient scribe or messenger for a vision the Lord promised him. As he waited, 

he needed the Lord’s encouragement and patience. Habakkuk’s style is unique among the prophets in that he never 

addresses God’s people directly. Yet his message would apply very directly, then and now. His homeland – the 

kingdom of Judah – had suffered grave threats from the Assyrian Empire. When the Lord’s message came to 

Habakkuk, it called the Judeans to sober humility and sincere faith. Though the Lord would destroy the Assyrians, 

he would raise up the Babylonians to chasten wayward Judah. 

 

Author and Date  

Little is known about Habakkuk except that he was a contemporary of Jeremiah and a man of vigorous faith rooted 

deeply in the religious traditions of Israel. The prediction of the coming Babylonian invasion indicates that 

Habakkuk lived in Judah toward the end of Josiah’s reign (640-609 BC) or at the beginning of Jehoiakim’s (609-

598). The prophecy is generally dated a little before or after the battle of Carchemish (605), when Egyptian forces, 

who had earlier gone to the aid of the last Assyrian king, were routed by the Babylonians under Nabopolassar and 

Nebuchadnezzar and were pursued as far as the Egyptian border. Habakkuk, like Jeremiah, probably lived to see the 

initial fulfillment of his prophecy when Jerusalem was attacked by the Babylonians in 597. 
 

Message 

Among the prophetic writings, Habakkuk is somewhat unique in that it includes no oracle addressed to Israel. It 

contains, rather, a dialogue between the prophet and God. In the first two chapters, Habakkuk argues with God over 

his ways that appear to him unfathomable, if not unjust. Having received replies, he responds with a beautiful 

confession of faith in chapter 3. 

 

This account of wrestling with God is, however, not just a fragment from a private journal that has somehow entered 

the public domain. It was composed for Israel. No doubt it represented the voice of the godly in Judah, struggling to 

comprehend the ways of God. God’s answers therefore spoke to all who shared Habakkuk’s troubled doubts. And 

Habakkuk’s confession became a public expression.  

 

Habakkuk was perplexed that wickedness, strife, and oppression were rampant in Judah but God seemingly did 

nothing. When told that the Lord was preparing to do something about it through the ruthless Babylonians, his 

perplexity only intensified. How could God appoint such a nation to execute judgment on Israel? God makes it clear, 

however, that eventually the corrupt destroyer will itself be destroyed, In the end, Habakkuk learns to rest in God’s 

appointments and await his working in a spirit of worship.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Habakkuk, the Lord will call you to steadfast faith, even in the face of persistent evil. The book 

describes how the Lord works through evil circumstances for our good, just as he worked through Jesus’ suffering 

and death for our salvation. No matter what opposes you, take joy in the God of your salvation, who is your strength. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Zephaniah (December 20) 
 

Reading Zephaniah 

The eerie evening light ebbs away beneath a mounting bank of clouds. As the sun blinks on the horizon, winds stir 

and rush through the shadows. Complacent townspeople now quicken their steps toward home, but the moonless 

night slows them to a crawl. They feel their way with trips and stubs and jolts. A bolt stabs the earth, thunder 

trumpets, and light-blinded eyes search the thick darkness again. 

 

Zephaniah prophesied the future storm of God’s wrath as a day without light. Though the world has witnessed God’s 

judgment on Judah and its enemies, Zephaniah’s darkest prophecy remains unfulfilled, pointing still forward to 

earth’s end: the great day of the Lord. 

 

Author and Date  

The prophet Zephaniah was evidently a person of considerable social standing in Judah and was probably related to 

the royal line. The prophecy opens with a statement of the author’s ancestry, which in itself is an unusual feature of 

the Hebrew prophetic tradition. Apart from this statement, nothing more is said about his background. Zephaniah’s 

utterances show a familiarity with court circles and current political issues. He was probably familiar with the 

writings of such prominent eighth-century prophets as Isaiah and Amos, whose utterances he reflects, and he may 

also have been aware of the ministry of a young Jeremiah. 

 

According to Zephaniah 1:1, Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of King Josiah (640-609 BC), making him a 

contemporary of Jeremiah, Nahum, and perhaps Habakkuk. His prophecy is probably to be dated relatively early in 

Josiah’s reign, before that king’s attempt at reform and before the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal’s death in 627 (while 

Assyria was still powerful, though threatened). 

 

Purpose and Theme 

The intent of the author was to announce to Judah God’s approaching judgment. A Scythian incursion into Canaan 

may have provided the immediate occasion. This fierce, horse-mounted people originated in what is now southern 

Russia, but by the 7th century BC had migrated across the Caucasus and settled in and along the northern territories 

of the Assyrian empire. Alternately the enemies and allies of Assyria, they seem to have thrust south along the 

Mediterranean sometime in the 620s, destroying Ashkelon and Ashdod and halting at the Egyptian border only 

because of a payoff by Pharaoh Psamtik. Ultimately, however, the destruction prophesied by Zephaniah came at the 

hands of the Babylonians after they had overpowered Assyria and brought that ancient power to its end. 

 

Zephaniah’s main theme is the coming of the day of the Lord, when God will severely punish the nations, including 

apostate Judah. He portrays the stark horror of that ordeal with the same graphic imagery found elsewhere in the 

prophets. But he also makes it clear that God will yet be merciful toward his people; like many other prophets, he 

ends his pronouncements of doom on the positive note of Judah’s restoration. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

In just three chapters, Zephaniah describes the classic message of Old Testament prophets, illustrating the 

destructive effects of sin upon all nations and describing the mercy God plans for them. As you read Zephaniah, 

seriously consider your own sin, and seek the Lord with a repentant heart. Zephaniah promises that the Lord will 

take away your fear and quiet you with his love. 

  



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Haggai (December 21) 
 

Reading Haggai 

A ruler lays his headdress and outer garments in his servant’s hands and lifts a gold necklace over his head. He kicks 

his sandals off his feet and steps to the edge of the basin to wash in the water the servant will pour. On his right hand 

remains a broad ring with his name, title, and the symbol of his family – a lion – etched in its oval face. The gold 

and garments he can lay aside, but the ring can never leave him; by it he dispatches orders and exercises his 

authority. 

 

When the prophet Haggai began to prophesy, the Judean exiles needed a man of authority. They needed a governor 

and high priest to rally them away from self-interest and to unite them for rebuilding the ruined walls of the temple. 

Over the course of three months in 520 BC, the Lord opened the mouth of Haggai 27 times to rebuke and encourage 

the leaders and the people of Judah, his chosen ones. 

 

Author and Date  

Haggai was a prophet who, along with Zechariah, encouraged the returned exiles to rebuild the temple. “Haggai” 

means “festal,” which may indicate that the prophet was born during one of the three pilgrimage feasts (Unleavened 

Bread, Pentecost or Weeks, and Tabernacles). Haggai may have witnessed the destruction of Solomon’s temple. If 

so, he must have been in his early 70s during his ministry. 

 

The messages of Haggai were given during a four-month period in 520 BC, the second year of King Darius. The 

first message was delivered on the first day of the sixth month (August 29) and the last on the 24th day of the ninth 

month (December 18).  

 

Themes and Teaching 

Next to Obadiah, Haggai is the shortest book in the Old Testament, but its teachings are none the less significant. 

Haggai clearly shows the consequences of disobedience and obedience. When the people give priority to God and 

his house, they are blessed rather than cursed. Obedience brings the encouragement and strength of the Spirit of 

God. 

 

chapter 2 speaks of the coming of the Messiah, called the “desired of all nations” in verse 7. His coming would fill 

the rebuilt temple with glory. The Lord made Zerubbabel his “signet ring” as a guarantee that the Messiah would 

come. These passages are linked with the judgment of the nations at Christ’s second coming, when the nations will 

be shaken and kingdoms overthrown. 

 

Literary Features 

Like Malachi, Haggai uses a number of questions to highlight key issues. He also makes effective use of repetition: 

“Give careful thought,” “I am with you,” and “I will shake the heavens and the earth.” The major sections of the 

book are marked off by the date on which the word of the Lord came to (or through) Haggai. Several times the 

prophet appears to echo other Scriptures.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

Haggai illustrates for us the problem of focusing on self-serving priorities to the neglect of God’s priorities. It also 

shows how God rallied this community of faith to accomplish an important work, which united them in hearing 

God’s word. (The prophet states 27 times that the word of the Lord came to him.) These are blessings that God’s 

people certainly need today as they consider how to prioritize their life and work together. Also, do not miss how the 

word to Zerubbabel anticipates the coming of Christ’s kingdom. 

 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Zechariah (December 22) 
 

Reading Zechariah 

A measuring line and filthy garments made pure, a golden lampstand and a flying scroll, a gilded crown and a 

promise from God – vision by vision, the Lord raised up the second temple to welcome the exiles home and to hold 

the promise of his presence. 

 

The visions that the Lord gave to Zechariah overtook the wandering Judeans and settled their hearts in Zion. This 

humble beginning would hail the coming of a lowly King, who would fulfill the old covenant and establish an 

unbounded kingdom wholly consecrated to the Lord. 

 

Author 

Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Zechariah was not only a prophet but also a priest. He was born in Babylonia and was 

among those who returned to Judah in 538 BC under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zechariah was a 

contemporary of Haggai but continued his ministry long after him.  

 

Most think Zechariah wrote the entire book that bears his name. Some have questioned his authorship of chapters 9-

14, citing differences in style and other compositional features. These objections, however, can be explained in other 

satisfactory ways, so there is no compelling reason to question the unity of the book.  

 

Occasion and Purpose 

The occasion is the same as that of the book of Haggai. The chief purpose of Zechariah (and Haggai) was to rebuke 

the people of Judah and to encourage and motivate them to complete the rebuilding of the temple, though both 

prophets were clearly interested in spiritual renewal as well. In addition, the purpose of the eight night visions 

(Zechariah 1:7-6:8) is explained in Zechariah 1:3, 5-6: the Lord said that if Judah would return to him, he would 

return to them. Furthermore, his word would continue to be fulfilled. 

 

Theological Teaching 

The theological teaching of the book is related to its Messianic as well as its apocalyptic and eschatological (dealing 

with the end times) motifs. Regarding the Messianic emphasis, Zechariah foretold Christ’s coming in lowliness, his 

humanity, his rejection and betrayal for 30 pieces of silver, his crucifixion, his priesthood, his kingship, his coming 

in glory, his building of the Lord’s temple, his reign, and his establishment of enduring peace and prosperity.  

 

Concerning the apocalyptic and eschatological emphasis, Zechariah foretold the siege of Jerusalem, the initial 

victory of Judah’s enemies, the Lord’s defense of Jerusalem, the judgment on the nations, the topographical changes 

in Judah, the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles in the Messianic kingdom age, and the ultimate holiness of 

Jerusalem and her people.  

 

Finally, the book as a whole teaches the sovereignty of God in history, over people and nations – past, present, and 

future. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study Zechariah, read his visions carefully; interpret them in view of the angels’ remarks and their context in 

history rather than looking for fulfillment in modern events, such as those occurring in the Middle East. Take special 

note of the comfort and hope Zechariah proclaims as he looks forward to the appearing of the promised Savior. 



Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Malachi (December 29) 
 

Reading Malachi 

Heat and flame from glowing charcoal caress the bottom of a pot full of powdery ore. Slowly the ore begins to weep 

drops of lead mixed with silver, which flow to the bottom of the pot, lifting the dirt and debris that resist the heat. 

When the contents are poured out and cooled, the dirt breaks away, leaving a purer alloy that is ready to be heated 

and refined yet again. 

 

In the heat of suffering and persecution, Malachi saw the Lord at work to refine and purify the Levites, who were the 

spiritual leaders of Judah. Their unfaithfulness and impurity had the Lord’s attention. Because he loved them, he 

could not leave them as they were. 

 

Author and Date  

The book is ascribed to Malachi, whose name means “my messenger.” Since the term occurs in Malachi 3:1, and 

since both prophets and priests were called messengers of the Lord, some have thought “Malachi” to be only a title 

that tradition has given the author. The matter, however, remains uncertain, and it is still very likely that Malachi 

was in fact the author’s name. 

 

The similarity between the sins denounced in Nehemiah and those denounced in Malachi suggest that the two 

leaders were contemporaries. Malachi may have been written after Nehemiah returned to Persia in 433 BC or during 

his second period as governor. Malachi was likely the last prophet of the Old Testament era (though some place Joel 

later). 

 

Themes and Theology 

Although the Jews had been allowed to return from exile and rebuild the temple, several discouraging factors 

brought about a general religious malaise: (1) their land remained but a small province in the backwaters of the 

Persian empire, (2) the glorious future announced by the prophets (including the other postexilic prophets, Haggai 

and Zechariah) had not (yet) been realized, and (3) their God had not (yet) come to his temple with majesty and 

power to exalt his kingdom in the sight of the nations. Doubting God’s covenant love and no longer trusting his 

justice, the Jews of the restored community began to lose hope. So their worship degenerated into a listless 

perpetuation of mere forms, and they no longer took the law seriously. 

 

Malachi rebukes their doubt of God’s love and the faithlessness of both priests and people. To their charge that God 

is unjust because he has failed to come in judgment to exalt his people, Malachi answers with an announcement and 

a warning. The Lord they seek will come, but he will come like a refiner’s fire. Because the Lord does not change in 

his commitments and purpose, Israel has not been completely destroyed for her persistent unfaithfulness. But only 

through repentance and reformation will she again experience God’s blessing. Those who honor the Lord will be 

spared when he comes to judge. 

 

In conclusion, Malachi once more reassures and warns his readers that the day of the Lord is coming. In that day the 

righteous will rejoice, and the wicked will be trampled down. To prepare his people for that day, the Lord will send 

“the prophet Elijah” to call them back to the godly ways of their forefathers.  

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Malachi, consider and answer his questions honestly in view of the Lord’s commands and promises and 

in view of your life. The fire of his teaching will sear the dross of your indifference and bring forth tears of sincere 

repentance. Treasure most of all his precious word about the appearance of Jesus, our Savior, the messenger of a 

better covenant.



by Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 


